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II to worship: come let us worship and bow 
down: let us kneel before the Lord our liaker. 
For he is our Sod: and we are the people of his 

';ure and the sheep of His hand. 
OaXl to Confession: Jesus said, "Behold I stand at 
the door and knock; if any one hears ray voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 
him and he with me. This is the promise to seek 
Him, so let us now seek His forgiveness. 
Lord, have mercy uppn us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Jhrist, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Assurance of Pardon: The Lord is merciful and 
•gracious. 3pr as the heavens are high above the 
earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those 
who fear him; as far as the iSast is from the West, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

Amen. 
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TRINITY CHARGE— TIE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Trinity Church, New Bloomfield 9:00 A.M. 
Christ Church, Duncannon 10:30 A.M. 



TIC ORDER OF WORSHIP 



November 12, 1972 



The Orpea Prelude 

•Tile Hymn of Praise 4-3 

•The Call to Worship 

"The Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Father, we have done wranj; by not caring 
when we should have loved; by our indiffer- 
ence to the cry of need; and by bating and 
i jnorin^ our neighbors. We have rejected 
the way of your Son, and no lonjor deserve 
to be called your children. God, we can- 
not help ourselves; forgive us, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Syria 
-insurance of Pardon 

The Scripture Acts 10:1-4-3 

•The Gloria Patri 

The Anthem (Trinity) 

The Pastoral Prayer 

The Announcements 

The Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 

•The Uoxolo sy 

•The Offerin?; Prayer and Lord's Prayer 

The Hynn of iieditation 468 

The Sernon "What's The Good Word?" 

The Sen,] on Fraycr 

•The Hymn of Response 271 

•The Benediction 

•The Threefold Anan 

•The Postlude 



JEIERAL ANNOUNCETEHTS 

3ible study on Wed. at the church in Duncannon 
at 7:30 PH. 

The collection for American Indian Sunday 
will be held next Sunday November 19". 

A meeting is being called at ?:00 PM tonight 
at the church in Duncannon for all of the 
youth of both churches. 

TRINITY CIIURCH AHIT0UNCE12NT3 

Family Thank-Off erinT Service will be held 
November 19 1 -" during the church service, 
linvelopos and boxes are in the back of the 
church . 

CHRIST CHURCH AlWOUNCEMSHTS 

i brief meeting of the chancel committee 
will be held following * h o worship service 
this mornin :. 

i/omcn'o Guild will meet on Tues. Nov. M-H 

at 7:30 PK at the church. Women from Trinity 

are invited. 
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•Congregation Stands 
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Up 

: ..etc 10; 33 

•o we ajl are, a .ed in front of you to hear whi ■ rjod has given 

you for us. " 



"Here we all are, assembled in front of you to hear what mmsBt 
God has given you for us." This is what Cornelius said to Peter.. This is indeed 

;/ member of any congregation can cay to their Treacher on any given "unday 
Cornelius was not a ew. He -nd his household were very devout and followed the 
Jewish religion, but up to a point* They would not become circumcised as was re- 
quired by Jewish law. Bat nevertheless they were not pagans. Cornelius in the 
earl rt of the chapter (]fth Chapter of Acts), if you care to read it 

yourself, had a vision.. He saw Jeus and Jesus told hia to contact Peter. 5o he 
sent his agents to bring Peter to him that he night find out what this was all 

pbeut. Jeter then gave Cornelius the only thing that he could, and this was his 
faith and belief in T esus. In essence what is recorded lire is one of the first 
sermons of the early CUureh. Peter i.i a very short way, and very simply, in v- 

ined the life and ministry, death and resurrection of 
Tnis is basically all we can preach. The life,, ministry death and 
resurrection of Jefcs. This is the Gospel,. All of it tied up neatly in one little 
package and from it we must try to gain new insights and new ideas wekk after 
week* And so when we cone to churhh as Cornelius came to Peter, we can question 
and ask,"'. T hat has God given in a message this week? What to you 

to tell us?" Its rather strange that so::.e weeks Je re- '. )eaks loud and clet.r. 

But on other weeks ^e doesn't seem to be talking too much. I do not say this dis- 
respectfully or secrili'-iously, but truthfully, I have had people ask me about Tod. 

i have confided in me that they seek nod's help and God's guidance constantly 
and yet many tPnes God does not seem to be too near at hand. I can not tell if 
Sod is near to you or to other people. I can only tell you how near Sod has been 
to me. I can only tell you of my experiences and perh; a in this way it Bay. help 
you to feel the nearness of God. 1 have felt many times that rod is not listen- 
ing, that He is somewhere else and not with me. Yet after a day or two frees by 

the answer I hevc been seeking ^appears, I know once again for a fact that 



2/ 

God is near and that He did indeed hear my prayer. To some people this is hard 
to accept. They cannot belike that od works in this \: . seem to feci or 

to heard quite wrongly that Goa answers immediately^ like an I M I" computer. 
But this is not so., Sometimes the miser you m ; seek will not he forthc 



a matter of weeks, but rest assured that God will show you the answer sometime 

Font* oF* 
in some way. It may even take the j»#, another person coning into your life. Have 

you ever had a total stranger come up to you and talk to you about the very 
thing that you A&ve been seeking an answer for? If you have you can realize that 
this could become very unnerv : . t yet it may be the way in which God has chosen 
to give "is answer to you* This is exactly how "e worked through Peter. He gave 
a vision to Gori.elius tailing him to seek out Simon Peter* And when he did he 
was very simply gives the message of the Gospel. 

Peter has always been one of my favorite "ew Testament characters. 
I have always liked his boldness,, his dash and his nerve. He was an Impetuous 
man. He wanted to get things done. If we look around us we can see some Simon Peter 

lay. Let me add" that this is not a bad thing to posees in any church, it is a 
good tl' . sat of us are easy going, slow moving, it'll ^ e t done when I get to 
it types of people* But the Simon Peters want to get it done today,, and they 
would much rather to have todays work done yesterday if they can. They are prob- 
ably the real mainstays of any church since they continually strive to get thj 
done. We have some Simon Peters in this congregation. Men and women who are not 
content to merely delegate the work to someone else, but who feel a personal 
responsibility to get the work accomplished. I have always thought of one of 
dearest friends as being exactly like virion Peter. , 4£*-&a£k^iee*i 1 £&^4&&^E&d l 

praaak.- I aul- A-loyT- is haw im *i u »_ I ham known this man for over twenty years. 
lie is impetuos, he becomes an ry when something is left hanging. He worries that 
he cannot and is not doing enough for the church. He wants to get everythi:. 
...cving and keep it rolling, tyj j jfjfl u 1 tlj \ mn \ ^wji L .^ii^h_J^T^a^^^ ,t ^^£^ ^^: 
/rr-tfte-ftme-tQ. get ther^TiJecGf oaeic on'thd^trackcwh^fievaK ThaTa"i-SKrasai-on- v ent 

of into another tangent. His motto of lets 'et the show on the road is one' fol- 

A 
lowed by others 7 as well* Put yet with all of th« -tuosity and with all of the 
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a and the dash and nerve, ftnderneath the surface these people are just wanting 

to serve the Lord the best they kno how.. We need SI fflts ers in eve re- 

•6 f . 
vtlon, as veil as tfee J . tore of the auieter ones. 

rt takei I thi .aire a congregation. Bat it takes sen and we o will 

never cease tryiur to »d in their lives. Men and women who will not quit 

because "od has seened to be apart from then for a moment of crisis. ::en and 

women who mil still seek their answers. I geee atly j ts m talking to i who 

A 
-one to Church since her mother died several years ago, ] ' 

mother quite well, anderful person. rent to whur larly and 

tried to lead a good nf e . jjrfc because she diet", a rat] er slow and horrible death 

fee* sort of blames Ooet. She ashed me, what .the answer? ie. /I don't kn 
the answer. All I know is that we each have a certain length of time to live. » 
sone death cones quid: and easy, to others it is slow and painful, we cannot con- 
trol it.. All we can do is to believe that Sod is with us ] no matter what 
the crisis may be, I do not believe we are punished for our sins to the extent 

the worse we are the w?rse our death will be,, because we can witness to the 
fact that s r tty rotten peo cay have known went pretty «=cek, ''while 

sone very decent good people lingered on and on, Put if we cannot acee t the 
fact that "od loves us and cares for us thenj/no amount of ta] to 

change someones mind. It is simply a natter of faith. B t killjtai and 

ther it happens quick/,"or slow'/is really no reflection on the goodness or bad- 
ness of our lives. 

Peter was telling the only story that he knew. The old old story 
of Jesus and Hie love.^ This is the only story that any preacher can really use 
time after . "t seems that the ways of telling it are endless -rid yet it 

is a starry that never . will continue to live on as Ion - ere 

are mea who are willing to tell it. Peter is a very good example of what the 
Lord can do to a man when he comes into his life. Here was an uncouth fisherman. 
lan of very little learning and schooling, but yet a man who had a will of 

iron and en unfainting spirit once he got started for the Lord. "od has done 
this down through history with many other men. David is a good e: . ;le 

sherd boy, and yet he became a very great and powerf 1 of Israel, 
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_ 1 reus is anc ;ood example. He persecuted Christians and yet 

iafca his life and c him Into a Christ! . fte story is told of an 

""■■d m was a drunkard and. who had strangely been converted. He ceased his 

drinking and became a hard working sober individual, "is fellow workers tried to 
make a fool of him and continually teased him. They would say, ">rely you don't 

believe in miracles and all that jazz? " jurely you fian't believe that Jesus 

turned 
turned water into wine?" The old nan ans\?ered, "I don't know \Aether ' T e xiwcpM 

water into vine when He was in Palestine. But I do know that in my own house 

turned 
and hone He has gfrywpra beer into furniture. " God can do this to anyone, "e can 

take the most unlikely individual and turn him into a real EHExasHEB -oowerfrouse. 

He can change yon and I if we let HiSl, Ve need to accent simply and humbly the 

Sfnple 3osp«rl of Christ. The Stospel as told by leter and all of the preachers 

down through the centuries. We need to merely accept it, believe in it and live it 

and Hot 1 caa our lives as He has in the ^ast. The day of miracles is not 

over as some nay think. The higgst miracle of all may still be wrought by 

this is the miracle of c each of us into His willing workers, and the 

making of each of us into Hi; vters here on earth. If we are willing to call 

upon Hi:: and to let "in work in our livec we nay be amased at the results that 
occur in our lives and the lives of those around us. "Here we are all assembled 
in front of y u to Hear what message C-od has given you for us." Sfcte was the 
message of Cornelius to Heter and it is our message to the preachers and Churches 
of our time. The answer is si V, '' rod so loved the world, that He gave His only 
Beggtten ^on that whosoever believeth in Hin should not nerisb but "ru-ve eternal lift 
Tl^BtwBC, Peter's words to his questioners and these are the words we need to live 
by. God give us strength to live the Gospel as well as to preach it. Let us -ray. 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 
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Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



